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Þ Eing refolv'd, according to 

| the duty of every private 
Perfon, to make a ſearch - 

_  int@the nature and quali- 
| ty of my Religion ; and accord- 


pus ng to my intereſt in Humane 


Society, to communicate the 
” effects of that ſearch to 0» 
z\ thers, if Iſhall believe it profi- 
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2 - D:Pumane Reaſon. 
profitable for them; I am in the 
firſt placero conſider of the choice Ad 
of fone Guide, tor fo long and fo 
dangerous a journey,wtere Ih 111 
ſometimes meet with no tract or. 
Path at all, andſometinjes wich {0 vg 
many andthoſe fo contrary in the 
appearance .of th#*ir firſt entry a | 
tharthe variety will conioundmge? 
more than the want ; ; Eſp ecially 
there being ſo mary wits cabeZz 
fore me by the errors and mm 
of others,that one had great needſ” 

of a better eye-ſightthan is leſtug * $* 
by the fall of our firſt Fore-ather® : E 
Andthiscoſideratiogaſter along ** 
and ſerious debate thereof,brings/"N 
no other Guide to me but my 4 
own Reaſon,which if it take ſuck 
directions as it ought and may dg; » 
before it ſets forth, and purſge*\$* 
thoſe direAions with care-and 4 
cons: .. 
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My it may poſſibly 
Slead me - into errors , yet wall 
bring me at laſt even through 
Y hem, to'the propos'd end of my 
Journey, which uw Happineſs. 
_. Tam notignorant- of the many 
> Enemies | mult meet with in this 
zdorine,but*am fortified againſt 
"'Þ hem with the thought that they 
vho diſpute moſtagainſt the pow- 
Fer and priviledges of Zumane Rea- 
kn do. it becauſe their own Rea- 
"> pon perſwades them to thatybe- 
Aef ; and ſo whether the Victory 
Ke ' o'minc, or o'their ſide, are e= 
- qually defegted. They feek tote r- 
{rifle us withythe example of many 
zexcellent Wits, who, they ſay,by 
loving this Janis fatuus (for 
they call the only North-Star 
hich God has given us for the 
right Stcering of our gourſeJhave 
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4 _ Of þumane Reaſon. 4 
fallen into wild andridiculous OF | 
pinions, and encreafed 6 LOIN 1 þ 
logue of Hereſies to ſo vaſt anum=*$ 
ber : But truly theſe men either” 0 
followed not their own reaſon, but; Þ.. 
made it follow their will,or hud- 
wink it firſt by intereſt and pre 
judices,and then bad it ſhew the" 
the way;or were wariting in tho 
neceſſary diligences whichare rex 
quired for ſo doubrful and angE S 
rous a paſſage : Or if without thee. 
commillion of any of theſe fault 
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the weakneſs of their underſtand" F 
ing has deceiv'd them,the error 19 
neither hurtful to themſelves,nor'Y. 
would be to others) if this dos F + 
rine of governing our ſelves from} :. 
within,and not by example, were { 5; 
eſtabliſht. Whereas on the contri 
ry ſide, the ſubmitting ourjudgF. 
ments to Authority,or any thing: 
| elſe 
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=& elſe-whatſoever, gives univerfal- 
© [ty andperpetuity to every error. 
+8 They fall naturally from hence 
=Sinto the. large common-place of 
- | the frailty, uncertainty, and dif- 
= {proportion of our underſtanding 
>| to divine andceleſtial notions,and 
Fare eloquent herein with much of 
Fi truth:For when we fay thatevery 
; | ans Soul hath in it (elf as much 
ES Hight as is requiſite for our travel 
"F towards Heaven, we do not there- 


£&- fore aſſume, that it is as clear as 


choſe ſpiritswhich are confeſſedto 
4 the all a Flame. And for the unapt- 
= neſs of it to receive the impreſſion 
2 + of Spiritual truths ; though the 
*J.: What and the How of Religious 
{© Myſteries be Out of ſight, yer that 
£4  theyare fuch,is ſufficiently viſible, 
=” Eſpecially if we uſe thoſe helps 
I whichGod has prepared for us to 


4 ; | &:4* that 


that purpoſe, and thoſe our Rea-Z I 
ſon will diate to her ſelf chatſhhe* ; 
is 'to uſe. The ordinary ſaying ory 
Democritus; that Truth lyes in the | 
bottom of a deegWel 5 very appli8 
cable to this matter: that is, that® 
we muſt ſeek it in the centet and ; 
heartof our ſelves,and notlook u p 3 
intoHeaven firſt and immediatelF 
for it ; becauſe by this means;w& Þ. 
{hall ſee Heaven in the bottom of*F 
the Well, though we could not ; 
the Well in the top of Heaven. . 
But the chief and moſt T1 agicg 
argument againſt us is,that heal 
lowance of this Liberty to parti-, 
cular mens diſcourſes, would He-# 
getasmanyReligions as there are 
ſeveral peaſons; and conſequently 
draw atterit ſuch diſorder & con 
fuſion, as is inconſiſtent not only 
with the quiet, but the very be] 
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-Þ Ot pumane Beafon. 7 
-3F 10g of Humane Society. This is a 
& weighty and grievous accuſa'ion, 
fo and it our Re aſon be convinced of 
& ©fo harmiul a Ma lineſs, it will be 
s. foun- neccotliry to keep it Chain'd 
and tetter'd, and as much in the 

&$ dark as may + be. ButT hope it 
11] acquit it ſelf Who knows 

ot thar the Philoſophy of the An- 

4 cients ſeparated it ſelf into ſundry 
FI parties; the Pythagorians,the Pe» 
t, ripateticks,the: Stoicks, the Scep- 
ticks, the Academicks ( and theſe 
Tot three ſorts)the Epicureans, the 
Cy nicks, with many others ; and 
theſe differ'd not in (1 ght and ver- 

JF bal. controverſies, but in the laſt 
L, *ends of Humane aRions,in thena- 
4 :ture of good and evil,nay of God 
4 himſelf;whether man work'd free- 
r iy Hy - T were compelled by an inevi- 
1 *table neceſſity: Whether the ſoul 
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| | were ſubject to corruption;or in- * 
j . *. material and immortal?Whether #: 
ll - the world had a beginning,or had ? 
ll endured from all eternity? Whe-/ 

i ther theGods took upon them the! 
Government of things below, or * 
Wil fate as idle themſelves in heavenas 

[118 their Images were here on carth?# 
tþ With divers other Queſtions © J; 
|. equalconſequence.Theſeopinions : 
| divided the Philoſophers,and the® 
'f Philoſophers the People;nor were 
4 there fewer Seds in A4rhens,than 
{| are now in Amſterdam or Londinf? 
ji And yet this variety of Opinion® 
Il neither begat any Civil War in 
Ig Greece, neither did the Peripate- jF 
ſi ticks({when both by the ſtrength © 
I! of their Arguments and their Em- 

[| peror,thatParty was become the!, 

t greateſt ſet up any Inquiſition,or ; £ 

| High Commation or Committee? 
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" againſt the reſt;but everyman en- 


+ Joyed hisOpinion with-more ſafe- 


ty and freedom, than either his 
Goods or VVite. The ſame like-- 
: wiſe happened in theReligions of 
" the Ancients; for though ſeveral | 
Cities profeſsd the worſhip of ſe» 
veral Deities, yet we read not of 


= anyWar which hath ſprung from 


thatdiverſity. The Poets have - 
* made theGods enter into faRtions - 
andquarrels forCommonwealths, . 
but Commonwealths never did | 
the ſame for theirGods.Thisquiet : 
& happineſs,which(to the ſhame - 
and ſcandaloftheChriſtianName) 
was enjoyed four thouſand years 
among the Heathen, continued - 
fo long and ſo uninterrupted, be- 
cauſe every Man, following the-- 
rules of his ownJudgment,allow- 


ed. that Liberty to others, _— : 
| ns 


» 5 2% bo KS a gh. A - C-M was, 
_—O” 4 oo B's et 0+ &; Ls 3f} # 
a ; w 7 - Ez ba. 4 « 7A A 4 
: = _ % l oF , _ : = LIES The - = 
IS ce; , | 
0 : & % y 
: 


he found fo neceſſary 
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And even the Stoicks themſelves, 


who, enſlaved the Will, durſt_: 
never attempt this violence to; 


the Underſtanding. ' 
From whence thenſhall we fay 
it proceeds, that ſince the Refor- 
mation open'd a way to this Free- 
dom ofConſcience,ſo much blood 


and Confuſion, and almoſt Deſo- © 


htion, has followed- in all thoſe 
Countries which admitted it.Ger- 
many, Prance, the Low-Countrzes, 
and Scotland are ſufficient witneſ- 


. fes o\ this; and I could wiſh: that 


miſerable Enzland had not been 


added & the number of\theſe fad -- 


Examples. But certainly,ſfince this 
Liberty has been ſo many Ages 


exerciied, without drawing aiter 


it thoſe Inconveniencies which 


we now ſo juſtly complain of, they 


muſt 
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- muſt be ; SS either wholly" 
1 | to-ſome other caule,ot to the Con- 
| Lp of ſome other Accidents 
to 1, which have changed the na- 
*ture and condition thereof: And 
*that(having examined al] particu- 
lars which touch upon this mat» 
ter can find tqgþe no other,than 
*F:theſtrangeand uncharitable Pride 
4 Þf thoſe men, who having with 
+Fjuſt cauſe vindicared their own 
Regsſon from the tyranny of unne- 
celſary- bonds, gndeavour never- 
theleſs to lay. them upon others, 
ſothat not the uſe of ſuch Liber- 
ty, but the appropriating ot.1t to 
our ſelves only, is the true, "and, 

IT think, the ſole fountain of theſe 
p- Diſorders : for there cannot CEr= 
| geaoly | in the World be found out, 

Fſo mild and fo peaceable a Dos 
Fore, as that which permits a 


difference in beliels; for wares | 
_ can any man.take tobegin Þ I 
arrel, when both he himſelf'is 
fu quietly to enjoy his own {| 
Opinion, and his own. opinion is* 
this;that he ought to ſuffer others * 
to do the fame. But if once men 
entertain an imaFination,that eve. 
ry thing is wicked and damnables 
which complies not with their® 
own ſenſe,and that in this vaſt la-' 
titude of probabilities(which is in 
all kind of diſquifttions, but eſpe-., 
cially thoſe ofReligion, theybeingsi# 
moſt obſcure and moſt indem#&n-"F 
ſtrable)there is none can lead one 
to Salvation,but the path wheres ; 
in he treads himſelf ; - we may ſee Þ 
the evident and neceſſary conſe--J 
quence of eternal troubles and} 
"Ednfuſions. For not bnly publick > 
, Charity will periwade us to Rey 
en: 


| "Oo; 13. 
| -Men to that wherein conſiſtstheir 
» everlaſting happineſs,or calamity, 
IF if by no other means we can in- 
FF. duce men to it(as without injury 
© we bind the hands of a man that 
would: kill himſelf ) but alfo our 
private intereſt,and that particu- 
SF. lar care,which every man ows to 
"F* hisown Poſterity, which, without 5 
*F fuppreſſion of all Herefies, muſt = 
F run the hazard of eternal puniſh- 7 
ments,obliges us,by all means, to «, p' 
$ endeavour theextirpationof thoſe © 
- weeds out of the fields of our 
Neighbours,which would elſe fo. 
quickly overgrow our own af 
whereas if we had either more of a 
Charity to others, to believe ſc 
Errors(the inſeparable Companis 
ons ofHumaneNature)ought BY 5 
to exclude men from ny. Con 
munion of the pretend ad 
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24 Of Humane Reaſon. -Y 
the- hope of the future ;or leſs of -Þ . 
= felf-flattery rothink, chat all men #: 
-  grope in'the dark that light not. 
+ their: Candle at ours, we could 
E not be: ſo cruel in, perſecution of- 4 
thoſe faults ro which God himſelt- - 
# ts ſo merciful, and from which we 
/ our ſelves are not exempt. I ſhall 
> therefore conclude this Argument. 
E with a confident aſſertion, That -Þ 
Pall the miſeries which have fol- 
Elowed the yariety of Opinions” 
© fince the Reformation; have pro- 
E ceeded entirely from theſe- two | 
& miſtakes, The tving rfallibility * 
to whatſorver we think T: uth, 
and damnation to whatſoever we 
ink Error. 
Another abſurdity this Dotrine— 4 
accuſed of,that if we guide 9ur, 
wes wholly by the light of Reas. 


We ſhall not only every one | 
= - dies fm 
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2 - differ from every bodye]ſe,but e- 
 Þ&' very one frequently from himſelf, 
$ changing Religion almoſt as often 
$ as our habits,driven about perpe- 
F tually by every wind, andinall 


Þ laſtsgainſt a rock ; now a Papi/t, 
+ to morrow a Lutheran,next' a Cal- 
= v#ni/t ; and fo like the Heathen, 
S dedicate every day inthe week to 
a ſeveral Deity. I muſt confeſs, 
Inconſtanicy is one of the greateſt 
weakneſles of the weakeft Sex,and 
much lefs to be endured in-Man, 


eſpecially in that moſt weighty af- 


fair of his whole; liſeSthe ſervice - 


of God;but | cannot conceive, that 
the fear of this {ſcandal obliges us 
to a blind -and inalterable obſer«= 
vance of thoſe Laws and, Opini- 
ons, Which either the fate of our 
birth and education, or the for» 
i tunE 
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x6 Of Yumane Realon. 
| tune 'of other accidents have-en- - | 
gaged us in ; but we ought to * 
make ſerious and long enquiry, : 
whetherthey a reernolf wi that © 
light of ourUnderſtanding,which 
God has infuſed into us for that * 
end,according, to the beſt extent 
of thoſe means,which are allowed 
by him to our underſtandings fer 3 
this examination;and whathoi 3 i 
we ſhall fix upon after this conſi- \ 
deration, if it be duly made, will 
be upon ſuch grounds, as are not 
likely every day,and- upon. every 
new argument to. be removed. 
from us:fomif they be,it is a great, 
though not an infallible Gign;that 
the enquiry was not made at firſt 
with ſo mich diligence as was 
_ poſſible: And when we have once 
carefullyſettted our ſelves in a bee 
lief, though we happen to meet 
| aſter» 
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Of Dimmane by- --of 
JS afterwards with ſome new &un- _ 7 
# forſkeen difficulties, which ' may | 
3 feem to evince the contrary, yet 
F Reafon will _ adviſets 

F to a change, becauſe it finds it felf 
unable to unty the knot, but ſub 
pend a while and attempt again; - 
AF andtry athouſand feveral ways be- 
FF fore itdeſpair and yield up it felf 
FS to the argument; which 'remain- 
ing till after all this unconquera- 
ble,it will then turn back and con- 
ſider whether if it -alter now its 
judgment,it be able to fatisfie all 
thoſe defences which will be'made 
for its former opinion,and if it be 
overmatch'd by the doubts on 
Þoth fides,rather chuſe tocontinue 
as before,then make an innovation 
-without advantage.This Rule be- 
ing obſerv'd, we ſhall not be ſub- 
ject-to the inconvenience of free 


quent 


| 


> 4 T,T | 


a Pao 3 ea th 9. So oney n a 7. 


A» SS SS -%W WW  E FFT ww, 


4 
s p bw = , : "6 7 A * 
ay «x - ; U . : 2: + - Y . - 
. : _ Ce, Þ - e 9 
# % , . FO » __ G _s 
- 


x8 Of Humane Reaſon. 
quent changes,and yet as true it 1s, 
that we ſhallnot-be exempt from 
the, poſſibility- of changing art all, 
which is neither requiſitenor at» 
tainable in this life ;and.if in this * 
permutation, after all our induſts 
ry and humility therein,it ſhall be 
ouril] fortune togive away a truth. 
for a falſe-hood,it will be(as kill-vF 
-1ng. 2 man againſt our will is no” 
murther)at the worſt but anerror 
by .chance-medly, and will both 
find(l had.almoſt faid claim )mer- 
cy from God, and deſerve pity 
from'men. We know very. well 
that every mans bady is in ſo per- ' 
petual a flux,that about the ſpace 
of ſeven vears,renders him wholly. 
and entirely another -corporeat . 
ſubſtance from what he was be- 
fore, the whole ma's both of ac--: 
cidents and matier being thruſt a- 
way 
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8 way by the continual ſucceſſion of y 

new ones:and yet becauſe the foul 
remains {till the fame,and retains 
all the while the ſame power and 
uninterrupted Government over 
the whole ſucteſſion, we juſtly. e- 
ſieem it the fame perſon; nayeve- 
ry part of him to bealways1o' tru- 
Fly the ſame, that at any time of his 
life he may fay, with theſe Eyes 1 
ſhall behold my Saviour, though 
the'accidents and very matter of 
ther beſo often changed.Suchan 
Identity as this is:requiſite-#0- a 
mans Faith:he. may now be fully a 
Papiſt,& ſeven years hence fully a 
Proteſtant,and yet þis faith ſtillre- 

mains the fame;becauſeit isall the 
while aQtuated and moved by the 
- | fame ſoul of faith, which 1s -con- 
= | ſcience;which if he preſerve invio- 
- | Jlably, both when he was a Papiſt, 

and 
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and when-he is a. Proteſtant, he 
may ' truly -fay, with this very. 
Faith I ſhall behold my Saviour, 
But ſuppoſe this ſo exalted 
Guide of yours, your own Conlci- | 
ence,ſhould dire you to forſ; 
your Chriſtian belief ; for which 
the Devil dos not want ſuch plea» 
fant colours and ſpecious falla-F 
cies,as may poſlibly deceive even} 
a good underſtanding. 
Before I anſwer thi Objedtion, 
Idefire to know of him that makes 
it, what itis(for ſomething it muſt 
be ) which he places in the ſame 
Eccleſiaſtical Superiority thatl do 
reaſon? The private Spirit? what 
if that Jhould perſwade him to 
this Apoſtacy? It cannot. Not in- 
deed if it be true 2 but the ſame 
condition will makeReaſon as in 
fallible as that;and I may as we 


Judge 


- OfHumaneReaſon 22x - 
Judge of the truth of the one, as 
| you of the other. 
What isit then you will truſt 
our Soul with,in this important 
finefs 2 It is the Authority-of 
Men ? Theſe verily may lead you 
intoerror,and it is not impoſſible, 
& into the greateſt and worſt of all, 
8 which is the deſertion of Chriſt | 
QUE fol _ this is _— -- 
appen, neither more probable is 
it, Dt our Reaſon ſhould ſofif 
miſguide us. Bur alas! in*this 
affair offo vaſt and ſoeternal con- 
ſequence, what ſecurity can we 
aſſume, whilſt there remains a 
poſſibility of miſcarriage;and this 
__ pollibility is Evident. For let us 
conſider it in a Councel; which if 
there be any aſſurance in thenum- 
ber of men, is that where moſt 
probably it may be found. I will 
nor 


STRANDS 


not here reckon up. 0 hoy: er-, ; 
rors which great & famous Coun« 
cils have-fallen. into themſelves, 
and labour'd to eſtabliſh in others; 
they. are many and notorious.But 

certainly if a Council could. tak 
away the ſatisfaction. of Chrilts þ 
death, and Divinity of hisPerſon 
(as was done by thay, great-one of 
the Arrians which eendemned ' 4 
thanaſius, not without" the appro-F 

bation of the Pope #nd the whole þ 
World beſides }) a Council has a 
"ready done that thing,which you 
affirm impoſſible tor 'it to do. For 
they who believed Chriſt-to come. 
into the worldas an exampleand; 
pattern -only of Holineis,,are ng 
more to be calbdChri/tians thand- 

brahamiſts or Davidiſts.1f you will 

here contend,that ever theſe men 
 geſerted not whollyChri/tianity,as 
- a 


a man wp by the impulſion of 
his -own private Reaſon, yet cer« 
tainly you will confeſs that they 
who fell fo far. into error,might as 
well have funk deeper, and exalted 
omeother Prophet above Chriſt, 
as well as make Ch.:t-to: be but 2 
Prophet - and this. poſſibility of 
Error'( even. in ſohigh a degree } 
e ſhall find in the nature and ve> 
ry Elements of,a Council; for if 
W 1 any one: Member. of it may be 4 
-$Heathen or Athieſt in Opinion (as 
Wu Io lives of many Popes, and the 
or Wpeeches of ſome, + declare that 
ne hey themſelves have been ) why 
ad or two,-not three, not-more, \not 
noFhe Major part, that is, the whole | 
A= ouncil 2 From the ſfandions of 
ill&he 2 Nzcevze Council, which e&> 
enRabliſhd the worſhip uy Images, 
as how calie a ſtep was ya” 

for 
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for hh next 3; to. the introduftian 
of a; full, undiſguisd and Heſe 
theniſh Idolatry, which we-muſt 
fiot fay could-not, becauſe Ly the 
mercy. of God it did not happen, 
- And L verily believe, if Godhad 
not'ſtirr'd up ſome perſons -of. ex- 
_ + Abilities and, Worthy :Spij 
its | (for ſuch ſure ' they were. 
thoogh not exempt from humane 
weakneſſes } to examine by. the 
Rules of their own Reaſons, | theſe 
follies and dangerous Errors in 
Religion, whichy partly bythe 
Intereſt,partly by the Ignorance of | 
Men, and ' inſenſible” advances off , 
Ht Cuſtom, were blindiy embra 
ced by the whole world ; it the 
Men; 1 ſay, had not diſcover'd the 
paſt -Errors, and by that meany 
made . their Adverſaries morg 
cautious fot to fall into any new © 
ones 
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> { ones, the world through the Ado» . 
1 J ration of Saints. and Images, and 
AJ the boundleſs increaſe of vain and. 
x Superſtitious Ceremonies, would 
J have -paſt before this time, to its 
old and abominable worſhip of ſe- 
any veral Deities, and to a Religion o- 
X-I1 verwhelm'd, if not with the fame, 
7 yet with as many and as vain Im 
-of pieties, It remainstherefore, that 
| you put. your-confidence rather in 
aa the Traditions of the former,than 
19] the 'commands of the: preſent 
10} Church ; but what thoſe-were, you 
J- muſt either truſt ſome number of 
Men preſent, which gynot- with- 
out the poſſibility of beigg miſgui- 
ded i; 05 your,own ſearch and dilis 
ÞSence;whichis to fall into.that O- 
{ pinion which you condemn in me. 
nj And truly they who build their be- . = 
org lief wholly upon the Authority of 
YJ - By _ paſt 
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-paſt or preſent Apes,. ifthey-look * 
upon all the Conſequences of that” 
 Opinion,are in much greater dan-' 
-ger of being drawn from the Chri- 
ſtian Faith, 'than-thoſe who remit 
the judgment of' theſe things to 
their own Reaſon : For ever ſince 
the beginning of the Chriſtian be- 
lief, "there has been the Authority / 
of above an hundred to one againſt 
it; and this Authority backt and 
ſtrengthened with the univerſal a- 
greement-of morethan,three thou- 
ſand 'years before it. But onthe 
contrary, if we weigh impartially 
the Motiv@and arguments which 
every. Religion can produce in its 
-vwn defence ; Reaſon it ſelf will 
find more and much greater foP 
the Chriſtian, than it can for any 
other Belief whatſoever: 'And' I 
- amt very confident, that no man 
ever 


% o+ 
7-2 
& 


4 over. from a Chriftian, became 2- 
Tuwrk-or a Jew, becauſe his Rea» 
ſon. told him thatwas a-better Re-- 
z_ | ligion; but becauſe either fear of: 
puniſhment. or hope of reward,. 


ir ' or ſome other finiſter Cauſe, per- 
» | ſwaded his Reaſon, that the worlſt: 
» | Religion in it ſelf, would be the. 


y | better to him upon thoſe Conditi-- 
{t 1 Ons, 


d Now all thoſe arguments by 
b; which ſome men have laboured to- 
x- | Prove, that our Gaide in Spiritual. 
e | Matters ought to be /»falible,will, 


” though they be granted for true, 

h | 5 1 believe, in ſome ſenſe they are, 

ms | Will not at all _ diſpoſleſs, Reaſon 

1.4 of this Authority, which we have - 
declared to be her due, For the \ 
y Infallibility of a Guide I conceive © 
x {| to be only this, That it cannot 

n | fail. to bring us to that end, for 

| B. 3. which 
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*whith x we choſe th-bs — AIG 
"It, and if to this end there happeſ}: 
ta be a thouſand ſeveral ways,it 4s] 
a Guide nolefs infallible as tothe 
End,if it lead us througha lon 
unpleaſant and obſcure Tra yh 
if it conducted us by a ſhort; ade 
lightful and an open road : for not 
the goodneſs of - the paſſage, Fut 
certainty of not miſling the End,is 
that. which conſtitutes this kind-of 
Tvfallibility. And truly every mans 
particular Reaſon, it well follow- 
ed (for : whatſoever Guide you 
pitch upon, whether Scripture, 
Spirit, Church paſt or preſept, or 
any thing elſe imaginable, muſt 
have that condition annext, or elſe 
it- will become unprofitable) will 
.  infallibly carry him at laſt,though 
_ perhaps through many tedious and 
troubleſome wandrings , to_hi 
CtEr- 
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teriill zappir my gh follows 
ed' (for: het condition cannot:be 
repeated- too often): with conſtan« 
1s] cy, diligence and ſobriety. 
- This Dodtrtne ſets the: great 
Gate ofHeaven ſo wide open;that 
it will diſpleaſe thoſe men, - who 
with an envions kind of pride, 
think 1t more honour to-enter 1n 
with a few at a narrow - wicket. 
But I truly, out of an humble con- 
fideration of my own: weaknelſs, 
and the general imbecillity of hu- 
mane Nature, . ſhould ſtill lament 
and tremble, that the entrances-to 
Heaven are ſo ſew and-ſo difficult, 
though' they were yet far more 
and much eaſter than this opinion 
makes them. There are enow ob- 
ſtructions from the frailty of our 
Fleſh, the ſubtilty of the Devil, 
the tyranny of our Paſſions, and 
B 4 the 
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-the perverſe crookedneſs of | our 
corrupted Wills, Without. the 'ad- 
ditions of any more from the im» 
perſeQions of our intellet.  Sufti- 
| - . ctentis the danger we run, in not 
| . performing thoſe Duties | whieh 
| _ _ we » underſtand -aright , with- 
out making . our mik-underſtand- 
ings damnable, and -condemning 
'thatas a Guilt, which is to be piti- 
ed as a misfortune, What therr ? 
Shall we believe Zarks, Fews, Hea» 
then, Athieſts, themſelves ( if there 
be any ſuch )in an equal poſſibility. 
of Salvation; with the unerring 
Chriſtian ? Shall we fave all Beaſts + 
of what kind foever, clean or un- 
clean, in_ that myſtical Ark the 
Church of God ? Certainly in 
the two contrary exceſſes of be- 
liefin this-matter, that on the ſide, 
of Mercy hath the appearance of 
greater 
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greater ſafety ; and I+ had rather 
think with Origen, That the-De- 
n= | wils:themſelves., by the exceſſrve 
H-l kindneſs of their Judge, ſhall at laſt: 
dt 4 exempted from damnation, than 
h | that he himſelf ſball be damn'd for. 
h- {that Opinion. But as to this their - 
J. 1 Objection; I believe firſt, That . 
gf Reaſon it ſelf will declare to e-- 
i- | very Man in-thg@World, that he - 
» | ought to adhereTo the Chriſtzan, . 
z- | rather-than ,to any other Religion - 
e | whatſoever, if all things be pro- . 
y | pounded to him in a clearand im--. 
* 
S 


partial manner ; and this whoſoe- - 
ver ſhall degy, I dare confidently - 
aftirm, it Fienpoſſible forhim to » |, 
be a Chriſtian.: But becauMhere « 
are a thouſand accidents, which : 
hinder-the greateſt part of the .: 
world from the advantages of fo. 
faix a propoſal, hence it. cames to 
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- ons of perſons-(many Millions for 


- whoſe Ignora1 


paſs, that ſo fmall a part of Man- 
kind: hath ſubmitted to the Obe- 
dience of the Chriſtian Faith : 
Now to condema all thoſe Milli- 


one that is to be ſaved) is fo wild 
an unCharitableneſs, that few have 
been ſo barbaroufly ſevere, as to be 
guilty of it ;,and therefore thoſe 
{1 in theſe matters 
hath been invincible, they left: to 
the hands of God, without decla- 
ring a definitive Opinion either.of 
their fatety or perdition. : Now. 1 
we conſider rightly, what igno- 


'rance is to be accounted invinci- 


\ 


- the worſt Religions, will be leftto 
[* + a Cettain ruin, but ſuch wh 


bleſftwe ſhall by this meansreſtore 
the greateſt part of Mankind in- 
to a" hopeful and comfortable con= 
dition; and none even among(t 


ole 


d;9 


Conſcieticts have. Hey neglected 
or forced aſide, by thoſe who 
ought to have | been guided .by 
them ; and fuch who can have.no 
Plea againſt the rigour of their 
ſentence, becauſe they. deſerted 
themſelves as well as God: And 
the diſobedience of Men . to their 
own Conſcience is: not -only in 


- things of pra&tice, but-alſo.of 


belief and ſpeculation, though 
* in ſo evidert and immediate 
aManner, by ſuftering themſelves 
to. be deceived by the inſenſible 
operations of intereſt and pre- 
judice. 

Nor does it follow from hence, 


that Chriſt is not the only ſource 


and cauſe of eternal felicity ; for 
acknowledge there 15 no other 
Name under Heaven by which 
Men can- hope for Salva "Bur 
ug 


But. 1 may very. "well Lalies 
withal, that there are -ſecret'and | 
wonderful ways, by , which God 
may be .pleaſed to apply his Me- 
rits to mankind, beſides thoſe: 
_ direct, - open, and ordinary ones. 
of Baptiſm. and Confeſſion; which 
] have: only advanc'd briefly tn 
this . place, being a matter that 
will require a mere ample and. 
particular examination. Now 
concerning the Salvation Ave | 
forts: of Chriſtians, except 

lives difagree from their Dos, 
Arines ( which is likewiſe a dif 
- obedience to their Reaſons ) EF 
' . know not why [ ſhould be ter- 
rifd out of my Charity by any 
Anathema . whatſoever that fhall 
proceed from the month of Man. 
For I cannot ſee how any but 


.Ged. himſelf can” certainly know. 
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that any man-is an Heretick, fince 


tt is-only he: who can- difcern by 


what cloſe and unlawful means/he 
corrupts his- underſtanding, and 
hardens his own wilt to the ob-- 
ſtinate belief of: any Error ; for 
without that "obſtinacy there's 


no Hereſie, and without the-per- 


fe hght- of the whole ' contex- 
ture of a. Mans Thoughts and 
ARtons, there is no knowledge 
of ſuch an obſtinacy : and there- 


fore when the- Church geclares 
any Opinion to be Herefie, it+is 
* to be accepted as if the Law 
ſhould fay, Whoſoever kills a Man 


is a Murtherer, whichis a ſentence 
not abſolute, but to be' qualified 


. with Circumſtances. Even fo the 


Church pronounces, Whoſoever 
holds this - Dotrine is an Heretick; 
with an evident reſervation. of 
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.. Arovenſies,. and a- ſlander which 
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ſome Circumſtances in the. mean: 
ing thereof, for no man can ima- 


Pine: that the ſentence (includes 


thoſe who never ſhall hear of /1t ; 
nor no more, ſay I,- thoſe, who 
though they hear of it, yet cannot 


by any means bring their Con- 


ſcience to the aſſent. For to obey 
in. matters of belief, without - be- 


10g able to believe the thing com- 


manded, is no leſs, and ſeems 
more a contradiction, than ſimply 
to obgy without knowledge of a 
Command. 

Thus much briefly. concerning 
Herefie, which indeed is a Sub- 


jet worthy a_Treatiſe by it ſelf. 
But this will not ſuffice unleſs 


we canalſo clear our ſelves from 
the imputation of Schiſm, the or- 
dinary- railing word in all Con- 
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ro is often- fatal (it making, where - 
= it falſly. accuſes 'a ſeparation : 'of 
+ which they are truly guilty-(the 


word -it ſelf bearing witneſs 'a- 
gainſt them) who break the pre- 
ory cious Unity of the Chriſtian 
Church ; but that is done notifo 
| much by them who differ in'O- 
© pinions, as by them who will 
Tf notMlow of ſuch a difference. 
ns Who knows, whether - that God 
y | who liked beſt that no! mens Bo« 
1 dies ſhould  have'the fame com- 
-plexion, no mens Faces the ſame 
figures, no Hands the fame lines, 
no Voices the ſame founds ; nay, 
not ſo much but their motions 
and geſtures ſhould be diſtin- 
guiſhable, has not. likewiſe beſt 
pleaſed himſelf with no leſs va- : 
riety in the parts of Men that are 
immaterial, and even in'the-moſt_ 
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133: \ObPumane-Reaſon- | 
immaterial Actions of; thoſe parts, 
which .is,.the worthip and ado-. 
ration: of a Deity 2- Does. God 
gain any thing by our Devotions? - 
Does he- receive hurt from. one 


. . kind of worſhip,and advantage by 


another ? -Is he- pleafed with, any 
ſmell. in the Sacrifice beſides that - 
of Obedience ? And .can-A plain 
uniform, unalterable Obggience - 
be expeed, without Comfnands 
of the ſame nature'? - Without. 
. doubt, he who .gave Rules which-. 
might accept of ſo many ſeveral 'J 
interpretations, when he might- 
haye made them as plain- to all : 
in one ſenſe, as they ſeem now to-. 
every. man in his own, 1s like- 
wiſe well contented, that. they - 
ſhall be interpreted | ſovenally = 'S 
andas the Divines confeſs,. that - 
_ the __ wards. of. WW ad- 


 Sigunnſ Sa 

mit of a Literal, Typical, wh. 
ical' ſenſe, and that- all thoſe 

df ſenſes are both true and inten-- _. 

$? 4 ded by the 'Holy Ghoſt, that Sp | 

ie { rit of unity that writ them ; 

yy. ſo, Ifay, the Commands of 

y 1} God concerning Religion .are e- 

ie | qually obeyed and, fulfilled by 

nj all the various kinds of Obedi- 

e | ence,-. which the confciences of 

s | men conceive themſelves bound 

t | to pay unto Them. Atvell the ©- 

11 Mud W- prowing hard, as-the 

1-5 Wax by melting obeys the Sun ; ; 

tj] nor is it leſs glorified by one 

If than by the other-:: nor arc thoſe 

)\.j diverſities of powers in the Sun, 

; 


but of capabilities in the ob- 
jet that receives him : even fo 
4 Faith is (till properly one, though 
2 according to the diverſe © recep» 
tions: ofgit, it produce nor only 
| diverſe 


taut with the Triumphant ; and 
ſo every parricular man with the 
Church Militant :; Now - this ©- 
nity igyof -one part more weak, 
more infirm, more iFggble than 
the other; and the Female part 
in the ſimilitude, 'is the erring 
part in the Church it ſelf; and 
as that by the bond of - Love, 
ſo this by the bond of Charzty, 
" 1s to be accounted one and the 
fame with the other. Can any 
thing be more irrational, than to 
fay, That a foot when it hath the 
| ”. Gout, 


n FEET « +7 act aſi. ps 
A -oba band when it ſhakes 


with | rche- Palſey; or: a | Head 


when it akes, .ceafes to be a part 
of the' body ? Sound or ſick, 
great or: little, well or ill ſha- 
ped, | are outward | confiderati- 
ons to the nature of a Member 3 
if it be informed” by the ſame 
Soul, 1t requires no other 'con- 
dition to make -it fuch-; Nor 
can gou make this Soul which 
1s required of ſuch neceſſity to 
give it life, to be a full and en- 
tire agreement in all points of 
Faith, of one member with ano- 
ther ; for then in matters of Be- 
lief, y ou make no diſtigion be- 
twixt ſickneſs and death, and 
the leaſt indiſpoſition of health 
is a total Corruption, Men of 
the contrary Opinion (I fore- 


ſee) cannot chooſe but fay here, 
that 
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] -that*in, dangeraus and infeRtiousf;. 
diſeaſes cut off the affected men {;; 


3 


—_ 


ber. to fave the reſt ;_ and thathh 
he who in a Gangreen ſpares theſj, 

Patient, is the: moſt hard-heartedJ. 

- and unmerciful , Phyſician : andJ,1 
truly-, if Errors-in belief draw] 

ſo ill a- tail after them as the, De- F 

vils and Damnation ; if they be 

to be. eſteemed . Gangreens, /as] | 

well in reſpe&- of their mortasJ g 

lity, as their ſpreading and 1n- 

fectious Nature ; not Only Pru-J; 

dence "but Charity it felt will}, 

put a Sword into our hands tof | 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


cut them 7, But alas! theſe: 
diſeaics, re not fo deadly ,. as]: 
the Phyficiens of the Soul would 
make them for the exalting. of 

- their own reputation- ; and. he 
* that would preſently lop off an- 
arm, if the Gangreen be moving; 
pi$E 
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BS4:n it; wonld not, T'hope, pre- 
In | (ribs the fame 'remedy, if it 
lhe but infeted- with''an "Itch :; 
"Iboth Evils would extend them- 
eMfelves over the whole body, but 
{the one to the perpetual deſtru- 
WI&ion of the being, the other on- 
ly"'to the temporary loſs of the 
bel beauty and quiet of it - and 
therefore we rather patiently eq- 
dure the trouble and vexation 
7-] of continual ſcratching ( which 
U-J is the true Metaphor for the Con- 
Ul] troverſies of Eccleſiaſtical Wri- 
tO] ters.) with the loathſomneſand 
1 deformity of ſo many ſorts, than. 
51 take away a Member which may 
poſſibly hereafter recovMits for- 
ÞF| mer health and comelineſs, -and 
Cl is even_ now ' without them, of _ 
NJ great and neceſſary uſes to the 
8. whole body. 


Now 


for attributing} ſo} niuch: to out 


 fameliberty, or thoſe who whilſt 


right, orif they miltake may do 


Ro as, for thoſe men, 'who 
accuſe us. of. Pride © and 'Vanity. 


own Reaſon; making preſumpti-. 
on-andſgf-flattery the fountaih | 
of. this Opinion ; it is a ſcandal 
fo: falfe, and ſo ridiculous, that 
without much. humility 1 ſhould 
difdain to anſwer it. | Are thoſe] 
to be accounted proud and tyran- 
nical, who' being governed by 
their own Reafon, -are conteht 
that all others ſhould enjoy. the] - 


they deny that they themſelves 
are\ruled by their own . under- 
ſtandings, would nevertheleſs have 
all ors to ſubmit to it ? 
Is it. the voice of pride to: ac- 
knowledge, © that they who differ} 
from me may poſlibly be in the 


it 


i _ 
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it. without .. ruin , or to _ ſay, 
Whoſoever is not of my Opi- 
nion .1s/4n the wrong, 'and.w 
ſoever..is in the, wrong 1s erer- 


nally to: periſh for his Error 2 


It is the cuſtom of®Preſumpti- 
onto be ready to lay down. an 


Opinion once entertained (which 


1s almoſt as gat a- Martyrdom, 
as laying down our lives for the 
Truths fake) when cauſe ſhall 


appear for ſo doing:,-. or by 


claiming to our ſelves the infal- 
libility of -our Party (for he is 
infallible himſelf who agrees 
with them that are ſo) to harden 
our ſelves into a neceſſary Opini- 
altrete. 

Theſe are the. common' Ob- 
jeQions againſt this good-natur'd | 
and gentle Doctrine : Bur Mr. 
Hobbs, according -to his extra= 
ordinary 


| "« ' OfHy lane. Beaton.” | 
ordinary . wit, has found out 2n. 
oof, and extraordina ry: Argu- 
For in his firſt 
of Raligivn: ,- -in the Nate of 
- Gods: natural Empire , -mgkitig' 
every City, the ſupream Judge 
in matters that belong; to Gods 
worſhip, and-to which we ought - 
to render an e obedience -, 
fays thus : © Otherwiſe all/ ab- 
| 2 ſurd Opinions of the. Nature. 
©. of God, and all ridiculous 
6 ® Ceremonies which have beens 
* admitted . by 'any Nations, | 
< would be. feen at once in the. 
« fame City, by which it would 
* happen Y that every particular ' 
perſon would bes: 
> -_ <« __ all others: to. 
** blaſpheme, or ir- 
* reverently to behave / himſelf 
* towards God ; fo that it _ 
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© be faid of no man, that he Wor- 
* ſhip-d God:; becauſe no matt 


| *Worthips God (that is, - honours 


* him externally) but he who 
*gdoes thoſe things by which he 
*-may appear to others to ho« 
*nour him. 


But methinks, \if this be true, 
the: ſeveral unappealable Tribu» 
nals, which are ſet up by Mr. Z/obbz 
in ſeveral Cities or Common» 


4 wealths, ' are as well deſtroyed by 


it, as thoſe which are placed by us 
in every Mans breaſt ; for ſeveral 
Cities appointing ſeveral kinds of 


4 Worſhip or Honour, conſiſting; im 
{ the Opinion not of the Worſhip- 


per or Honourer himſelf, but of 
the Witneſſes and Speators of the 
Worſhip or Honour ;, now if he 
ſay, that- when a whole Com» 
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monwealth has but one- fort of 
worlhip, none will be witneſſes 
or, ſpectators of it, but thoſe 
who 'believe it honourable; 
firſt, as much ſcandal from the 
report, 'as from the ſight of it ;' 
and beſides, the fame I fay will 
happen, if: there were an hun- 
dred Religions in one City ; 
for ſtill their Religious - Con-f 
gregations were to be made up 
of men of the fame Opinions: 
Again, Thoſe 'who deny that a 
Common-wealth ought to en- 


_ © force an unity of Worſhip upon 


all its Subjets; will likewiſe as 
much deny, that men ought to 
think thoſe worſhips diſhonour{ 
able which are not practiſed} 
by themſelves: and if he fay,l 
there' is no hindering. of this} 
latter, he muft needs pardon mef 


Of Þumane Reaſoit. 49 
if-I cannot” believe - that impoſ- 
ſible, which has been in 'rhe, 
world (even in a more” ridicu« 
lous variety than is at prefent, 
at leaſt in our parts) for ſo. ma* 


t;} ny Ages, and which is now ex- 


erciſed in ſome places: And if 
ignorant or malicious Phyficians 
in .this violent Feavour, did 
not apply new heats inſtead of 
Julips, they might by Writing, 

:{| Difputing, - Preaching, living 
af Charitably { which is all the for- 
-n- mer) reduce the world in a ſhort 
time to its ancient healthful and - 
natural temper. Laſtly ( to 
ſtrike at the root of this Ar- 


ur-[ gument) it is falſe, that the 


: worſhip or honour of God cons 


fiſts in the opinion of others; 


if it did, Idolatry for four 
thouſand years, had been the 
GS 
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5o Ob Humane Reaſon. _ 
beſt, nay, the only Religion: + 
and if I were now in the South 
Continent ( where *T ſuppoſe I 
ſhould be the only Chriſtian ) 
F ought not to abſtain from the 
Chriſtian Worſhip of God (no, 
nor' to: hide or diſguiſe” it ) 'for 
fear leſt- the Wonder, Contempt, 
and Mockery of Infidels, ſhould. 
on a Tudden (I know ,not how) 
convert it into Sin and Blaſphe- 
my: True it is, that in honour 
paid from Men to'Men, cuſtom, 
conſent, and acknowledgment, 
makes up .the buſineſs, and”an 
honour contrary to the uſe of. 
the place is counted an affront, 
8s to put off the Hat would be! 
in the Eaſt, and in the Weſt to 
keep it on before Princes. But: 
the reaſon of this -is, becaufe 
Men who are not able to ſearch. 
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intO the hearts, muſt be governd 
in their judgment. of them by 
the - exteriour actions, and the 
meaſure -or ſtandard of thoſe is 
Cuſtom, .but with God-- it 4s 
quite. otherwiſe : He beholds 
and judges the very thoughts of 
Man, which are the Fountains of 


his Actions, ſo much more tally 


and plainly, than we do the a- 
ions themſelves, that he needs 
not -make 'a ſecond, a mediate; 
a ſyllogiſtical judgement of. the 
reality of Mens . Worſhip, from 


.the external, circumſtantial, and 


only probable Teſtimonies of 
their outward Behaviours. And 
truly, if we put the caſe amongſt 
Men, methinks a great Roman 
Emperour, that<calls himſelf Ma- 
ſter- of the World, ſhould de- 
light. to prove himſelf to. be fo, 
"—_ GY from 
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52 _ DfÞ I ES 
from the variety of homages, 
tribute and worſhip, which he - 
receives from ſeveral Nations 
and no more refuſe to be ho- 
nourd in ſeveral faſhions, than - 
he would to be prais'd in, fe» 
veral Languages. - He would be 
glad perhaps to eſtabliſh” the 
Latin Tongue, and make that 
"the Speech of a} Countries, but 
finding that deſign to be. im - 
poſſible,, would at leaſt ' pardon 
that diverſity which agrees and 
conſents in his own Glory. - 
Truly if men could caſt away * 
fo much paſſion, as to make but. 
true Comparifons, they would 
find no more hurt from the ufe 
"of different Ceremonies, «han 
of different Tongues in the ſame 
City; and we might be as well F 
allowed to ſerve God after the 


Engliſh 


» els wo 


mES. _ dere on, og Ay © 


Ks ad : 5 
"SRP >, Cs 


Of Yumane Reaſon. 53 
Engliſh manner , as to ſpeak 
Engliſh in the Spaniſh Domini-/ 
ons. As: words are the Images 
of our thoughts, ſo our thoughts 
are. of the things themſelves - 
and as. well may differing 
thoughts truly repreſent - the 
worſhip- of one God, and. of his 
Son Chriſt Jeſus, as differing 
words can repreſent - the ſame 
thought : And this the Roman 
Church ſeems to acknowledge , 
which does not think ſufficient 
Unity in Gods Service to be-re- 
tain'd, with the allowance of 
more than of one Language, and 
for preſervation of Fantaſtical 


S Identity , 4eaches her Sons. firſt 


to think, and afterwards ro-ſpeak 
they know not what. They ſay 


' firt, Our Error is the ſame 


with that of the Greeks, which 
C 4 15 
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54 Dif wet 
15 taxed by Saint Pau/ to the 


Corinthians : That they ſought 
ter Wiſdom, but that the World 
yy Wiſdom knew not God : That 
the Wiſdom of - the Wiſe was de- 
ftroyed, and the Underſtanding. of 
the Prudent brought to nothing : 
that it was made fooliſhneſs ; nay, 
it was confounded ' by the 'foolif 
things of the World, And a- 
gainſt this Wiſdom; many excel 
lent things -are ſpoken in the 
beginning of that Epiſtle, and 
it is ftrucken down (as Saint 
Paul was himſelf) by a greater 
light of Diviac Trurh, which came: 
from God for that very purpoſe, | 
to amaze and confciihd it firſty” 
and then to convert it. But-if 
we mark 1t well, we ſhall ob- 
ſerve, that under this Name of 
Wiſdom, which is arraign'd, con- 
demned, 
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. Of Yinnane Reafor: 55 - 
demned, nay, and- executed here, 
(for it is _ to: nothing) 
is not ſignified Humane Reafer, 
but that which among the Greeks 
at that time -was- falſly and 
blindly eſteemed to be ſo : As 
in the Laws againſt Magick, not 
that which is truly, but that 
which is falfly called ſo, is on- 
ly condemned. And therefore 
Saint Paul names it the Wiſdow 
of Words; the enticing Words of 

Mans Wiſdom; and the Wiſdone-: 
after the Fleſh ; and the Wiſdom 
of the Princes of the World.. By. 


e $ which three Names are plainly 
> Þ (methinks) deſcribed. the- three-. 


at Suborners and Corrupters- 


| of Humane Reaſaw. ( and not at” 


all it felf} the defire of Repus 
tation, _ of : Pleaſure, and Profit. - 
By. the firft we forlake the Trath 
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to. make "Jonioaſtrarions. of our 
Wit and Eloquence-: By the ſe- 
cond "to compaſs | thoſe | carnal 
and worldly - pleaſures, ' which 
our own true Reaſon does not 
allow of , and therefore we will 
not allow of it: ( as Henryithe 
Eighth feems to. have left the 
Pore \ becauſe he refuſed to 
diſpence with: his luſts, and to 
call. that Matrimony, which was 
indeed Adultery : ) And by 
the third to comply with. the 
intereſt of States and . Princes, 
and either willingly deceiving 
our ſelves with the Errorg, of 
eur Governours., or deceiving 
others with a deſire to Govern 
them. And theſe three ( at. leaſt? 
the two latter ) cauſes of Error 
in the underſtanding , may- be 
the Reaſon contained with. xruth 
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in the Parable concerning which 
" is. ſtrongeſt. That that which 
faſly ſeemed -to be Zamane Reads, 
fon, and not-that which truly 
is ſo,- is accuſed by Saint Pal, 
appears yet more plainly, where 
he ſays, that God hath choſen the 
things which are not, to confound 
the things which are: where 
the things which are not can fig- 
» Nifie nothing elſe, but the things 
which are eſteemed as nothing, 
that Neither of value in them- 
ſelves, nor of power to pro- 
duce any ' effes. True it is 
that the beſt and trueſt Z7umane 
Reaſon could not have found out 
of it ſelf, that wiſdom of God in 
a: myſtery, even that hidden wifſ- 
dom which God © ordained before 
the world, which is, the myſtery 
of. Chriſt Feſus.5 but it was ne- 
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. means 


poſe againſt this. the ſaying of 
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neceſſary - it ſhould firſt *+be 're»" 
vealed by that Spirit, which can : 
only ſearch and diſcover the deep 
things of God. But as foon »as 
the Spirit had reveald it (which 
it: did by Miracles, by fulfilling 
of Propheſies, and many other | 
of power and demon» 
tration) even Humane Res + 
fon was able to behold and to. 
confeſs it; -not that Grace had 
alterd the Eye-ſight of &/umane 
Reaſon, but that it had drawn 
the obje nearer to it. And tiit 


_.. the objet was brought ſo nigh, - 


the Wiſdom: of man did as: ſafely _ 
not diſcern it, as it does not now © 
the new ſtate of rhings, which - 
ſhall be revealed at th# fecond 
coming. And whereas they op*« 
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Of Humane Reaſon. 59 - 
man receiveth not the things of 
the Spirit of God, for they ate 
fooliſhneſs unto bis, neither can 
| | he know them, becauſe they are 
ſpiritually di ifeerw 4: The word. 7 
Natural, I ;take to be a very ill 

tranflation, and- conceive it ought *_- 
JF to be rendred | the ſenſual may, . + 
-Þ for ſuch Jurys in the Greet, 
and Animals in the Latin ; uo - 
many times ſignifying the /ower 
and- /enf1tive part of the Soul, in © 
diſtintion to »vs, which is the + 
upper . or rational, oAime ; is oÞ=- 

pos'd to aims, and both ſomes. , 
| times '-to Mens, So that the 
| meaning is, that whilſt a mans/? 
| Reaſon is ſeduced by his applies | 
* tites and paſſions, it is an” unſie©: 

Judge of Spiritual. matters, neis_ 

ther- can be Umpire for # Peaceg®”. 
having joyn'd it ſelf. to: the Þ 


60 Of Vumane Reaſon. 
of thofe things, whick are in 
perpetual . warfare - againſt the 
Spirit, But they fay this Autho- 
rity which we aſcribe: to Reaſon, 
- is firangely different from that 
» Captivity which Saint Paul ſub» 
- jects it-to, when he ſays, Caſting 
*- down reaſonings, and every high 
*, thing that exalts it ſelf againſt 
the knowledge of Gbd, and bring- 
' ing into. Captivity every thought 
> to the. obedience :of Chriſt, And 
*: what Captivity, ſay they, can 
> there be, -Whilſt we are only gui- 
-— ded by the motions. of our own 
+> underſtanding 2 All which fignie 

2: Fies.no more, but that St. Paul re- + 
=x Jates(in vindication of his own juft .” 
>, +greatneſs againſt the Calumnibts © 
- *>*gf ſome that deſpiſed his per-_ } 
on. eſpecially as weak .and rude *- 
fpcech ) how he had confuted 
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thoſe perſons that: oppoſed them- 
ſelves: by reaſonings againſt the 
Doctrine of Chriſt ; | and wheres 


1 -as--their underſtandings - before 


were enſhved and captivated to 
the deſires - of the ſenſual Soul- 
( for. which he calls them in_ anos 


ther place beaſt at Epheſus) 


which . hindred them from the 
obedience of Chriſt, he freed 


them from their. cruel bondage, 
by- caſting*down all their ſtrong 
| holds, and- breaking the. chains 


of _ their !Mallacious- reaſonings, 
ht- them into another 


captivity by right of conqueſt, 


* but ſuch an one where the yoaks 
. are light and the burthens eaſe, 
- that 1s, by true reaſon he over- 


came and. captivated their, falſe 


- And'/from this "ary tas - 
fire thoſe who would have. our 
UndeMtandings captivated, - 'tg 
convince -us firſt by theirs 'that' 
they- ought to be ſo, and not to 
think to enflave our Reaſons, ti}l- 
they firſt overcome them : which 
when they have done, then they - 
will loſe what they contended for: 
For-by our Reaſons being guided, 
conquered, and enſlaved, theirs 
are become Guides, * Conquer- 
ours, and Maſters. ' So that- it 
will appear at laſt imppſſible-for 
Flumane Reaſon to lole alffy thing - 


A 


in one place, "without gaining as bs 


much 1n fome other. 


henfion of a Viſion or Revelation - 
extrinſecally coming into their 
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Non, if it happen that that ex-. : 
tenſecal : -- 


A 


- = o # 
Yor . FI 
——— —_—K@ . 4 


St a "IF = 


"SG near: 6z4_ - © 
| Hinkece!” light come from 'the 
Father of Lights, © as the pillar of 
Fire did which led the Tſraeirres, 
they muſt needs beguided right- 
ly; but if it chance to-be-an 
Tewis fatuus ( a flame driven about, 


as men commonly believe, by 


malicions Spirits) the Errors 
which it leads them into become 
- vnpardonable;; for what plea 
can they make for mercy, fince 
there is no command, nor no 
Counſel can be aiiedged for the 
+ truſting - of themſelves -to that 
2 Stranger, which they can neither 
* know from whence he comes, 


” nor whither he deſigns tv» go. 
"The like happens tt we obey 
= Authority: For if that Autho- 


rity preſcribe truth, we have 
_* good fortune .in our obedience, 
and meerly good fortune : but 


if 
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64 MOfPYumane Reaſon. | 
if it draw us. into - Errors, - we: | 
have nothing -to ſay for our ex* 
cuſe, ' becauſe we have nothing, 
to alledge for our obedience to: 
that Authority : So Eve pleaded 
the Authority of the Serpent, 
but both were--puniſhed': So, 4» ] 
dam with more appearance of” * 
innocency, the Woman that thou 
gaveſ# me for an Helper bid me | 
eat, and accordingly I + did-3. 
but to him too a Curſe 1s. pro» # 
nounced, becauſe he believed; F 
that which was figuratively. one 
with him ( as members of the [ ! 


Church pretend to 'do the 
Church ) rather than rhat which. 
was moſt certainly and ſingly} 
one with him , which was hig Þ 
own Reaſon. - Thus the beſt that ©? 
can be made of theſe mens O-}Þ 
pinions is, that after they have | 

P blind= 
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 blind-folded themſelves, amongſt 
B | th>-many doors where they may 
enter, t 


re is one which” will 
Tead them to Heaven ;* which if 
they- miſs, it will be asked, not 
why you. entred not there, but 
Why by blinding your 'own eyes 
did you put your * ſelf into a 

$ greater. probability of not firid- 
J ing, than of lighting upon the 
F true faſſhnge. Now contrariwiſe, 
thoſe who commit themſelves to 

F the guidance of their own un- 
deitanding , if they do com- 
: ©5\p themſelves wholly to it, are 
"Zas'fafe on the left hand as on 
4 #he right, as ſecure. of happineſs 
4 43n their Errors, 'as others are, 
Þ] *Fho are otherwiſe guided, even 
b the Truths which they hap- 
pen to' fall "into. For there 1s 


; No anger of periſhing but from 
diſo- 
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diſobedience , hag ey Sick @ wo. 
very. man. may often err, © | 
Contender of Gi. =] F 
not to find. out truth ( eſpecially. ; 
every particular one ) but "to 
_ endeavour the finding it : He co 

imands no more but to Cans 
"and ye Jhal find, fays he, not e- © 
very particular Truth, for exs } 
perience teaches us tnat cannot if 
be the interpretation : but: whe 
ther you” find or no the Truth 
which you ſearch for, you ſhall # 
find the reward of ſearching, © bo 
which is Happineſs : Now hes: 
that bids you ſearch, 15 cru 
and barbarous tn - his mockeryy7 
if he, knows you have no-powef 
or faculty ſo-'to ſearch as. h# 
commands: you : there is theres |. 
fore in a man a natural abulity: of. d 
Saran ng Truths, hay, 
t as. 
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that can be nothing elſe but his 
| Underſtanding ; neither to, any 
elſe ean the comman& be 
d, ſince all things de are 
without us, -and may ſerve for 
helps ' and directions in * eur 
ſearch, but cannor be our ſearch 
"2 iffelf : Secondly, becauſe we hy 
| the blaſphemous accufation of 


4 Injuſtice upgn God, if he punifh 
"us for an Etro 


ade Sr EP, fo ris, ID 
| 


r which we,could 
not avoid ; and all Errors are 
F foch which we fall into -after # 
7 full and mature ſearch for the 
4 zTruth, according to the | beſt 
'F means repreſented to our under- 
F Manding; ſo that as the liberty 
J- bf our Will, and the poflibili- 
Ay we have of dbing \the con+ 
=Ftrary, makes us ſuffer juſtly for 
| evil Actions ; ſo the poſſibility 
1 * our underftanding had to _ 
© & is if 
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diſcover'd and entertained the 
Truth , renders us -liable to. 
Condtmnation for ill beliefs... 
Thirdly, We ought not to be- 
lieve Errors in . Faith - to . be 
_damnable, becauſe. this opinion 
is ſo wildly uncharitable, _ 
it ſtrikes "out ten thouſand f 
lions out of the book of Lite, 
for each ſingle Name that. it | 
leaves in it : ſo immeMurably vaſt. 
( if wE conſider the whole World 
and all the Ages of it ) is the nums F. 
ber of thoſe who have lived and © 

died in great, high, and manifeſt; 
Errors ( manifeſt I mean; to us, 
for they were not ſo to them : 
above thoſe that have been ſo* 3 b q-. 
_ happy asto find and to Im 2 F 
the Truth. Fourthly, We © 
not to teach men, that” any Er- 
rors in belief overthrow our. 1% 


Gow | 


F 
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| hopes of Salvation,, 'unleſs we 
could likewiſe give them a. Ca- 
talogue - of thoſe Errors which 
do.ſo; it being confeſt that all 

15 do not, becauſe theſe muft ne- 
cefſarily put all confidering 

4 Men into a doubt, or rather 
deſpair of their own Salvation : 

\ for what quiet or repoſe can 

7 out Conſcience take, whilſt we 
* know our ſelves to bein many 

* "Errors ({ the eſtate of a Tra 

F veller being uncapable of an 
4 | exemption from them ) and be- 
4 > lieve that ſome Errors, with- 
Sout knowing which or how ma- 
ny, do exclude men from a 

I. pollibility of entring into Hea- 
4 wen. Fifthly, Becauſe in this 
aſe we cannot know our 'fault, 
Zand therefore have no means of 
"xepenting -of it : Now God en- 
3 Joyning 


ky ons 
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joyning men Repentance, and 
promiſing Pardon thereupon' for” 
all fins whatſoever, preſcribes 
ſuch a Phyſick as- is' impoſſible: 
to be taken; for Repeat 
prrappoſes knowledg dge \ 9-N? 
ault, and knowledge of n a fault 
- does not conſiſt with an errour. 
of the underſtanding, for we 
cannot apprehend the thing fo, 4 
and yet be ſorry that we are Þ: 
miſtaken. ' Sixthly, the great | 
probability and appearance” of #- 
Truth on all ſides, even the et- *F 
ring ones, ought to make us be-7* 
lieve, that God will not puniſh&Þ$: 
thoſe who Err : If that be pro” 
bable, which all, or moſt men" - 
or many, or the moſt wiſe, at Þ} 
ſome wiſe men receive "for 
Truth : What DoQrine is therey, | 


eligi may _ not paſs for pro= 
9s and what cauſe hats we 
” condemn the Underſtanding 
of:any man , in a thing which 
j- he is drawn by probabilities to 
afſent © to 1 cannot poſſibly 
4 conceive it agreeable to the 
: goodneſs of the Divine Natnre, 
| £20, have hidden- and invol- 
+ yed-, and almoſt diſguiſed the 
$ Truth from us, if he had in» 
+ tended - to have cenſured the 
"3 miſſing of it, with fo heavy 2 
7 > ſentence as that of eternal ruing 
2 Leal ſeeing there is but one 
true Way for an hundred falſe 
Fones , and no certain Mark fet 
FT upon the entry of that one, te 
TF Wiltioguiſh it from the otners! 
ZAnd Yet this —_ to be ſaid 

3 mwpon the firſt Argument, to 
ZFingduce us to commit our ſelves 
® D wholly. 


wholly to. our. Reaſon | in the. 
ſearch -of Divine and_ wa ous 
Verities, which is drawn from 
the certainty -of ſafety * this Way. 
and the great hazard' of: it any 


other. | bh & 


Secondly , As in viſible Ob... 
jeas we receive confidently, 'and' #- 
reſt in the report of the ſight, © 
becauſe. Nature hath ow - Ss. 
and accommodated it accard-» 
ingly for that purpoſe, without: 
appeal from it either to other *S* 
Sences, or to Revelations, 'ot Fi ; 
the Eyes of other men : and ag 
we do the like in all other. « W_ 
perations of the Senſe, and a 
other faculties of the Soul ; 
ought we as entirely and abies 
lutely to reſign our Belief. to the. 


 ditates of our own Underſtane s 
ing” 
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| gin things 4intelligible, which 
are as ' properly and naturally 
the Object thereof, as things 
viſible ar$of the re-ſ ight ; and 
* Fe might as well"fays we- will - 
truſt our Eyes i green, - and ' 
-white and black, #Þut ' nat in red 
or” yellow elours, as , affirm 
" that” our Reaſon muſt guide us 
{ in the contemplation of Nature, 

F e. ſearch of Arts, the Goyern- 

| Th of publick Societies, and 


A--the ' Regulation of-mens Lives as 


g iy the bounds of Morality, 


z pi » that it" is not at all to be 

lowed or obeyed in matters 

bat concern Religion 5 thoſe go 
King intelligible Truths, 

[oh and therefore mo hy 

: t,. and a _ part - of. the 

7 ndings object -as much 

ther more than. any other. 

\ = 4 | D z Now 
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Now 'as the credit = rs ha ht 
is not at all*:to"be. difinges 
becauſe ſome men have the JTaun- 
dies - which paints every thing | 
yellow; ſome” look through blew. | - 
Spectacles which . repreſent ne - 
things -to them! under the fa 
colour , and ' ſome © thro ugh di- | 
vers mediums which chakes the | - 
ſtraight Staff appear crooked, 
fome are ſhort-ſighted and take - 
Men for Trees at a diſtant 
f, I fay, 'the miſtakes which 
ſon 'by accidental diſturbang 
leads ſame men into, is not #ſuts [5 
ficient Argument for others to.r$ At | 
fuſe to be guided by it. E 1: 
If it be objected, -that _ the | 3 
ſight, though it be ſubje& 40] 
ome particular impegimen! 5, 
ſyet is generally by its.own ni | 
rure much more certain and ex | 
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| 2@ in the judgment bf. Colours, 


thin the uriderſianding can ever 


| be made ( even without acciden- 


tal hinderances ) in'* the” knows- 
>Jedpe :of things Spiritual. I An- 
ver, Fhar if. fuch things” be. the 
_proper objeA®of fach -a. faculty, 
we-are herein- to-be govern'd 'by 
"hg, difates of it; without: con> 
Fs wherher that faculty: be 
. taick and- perfect- as: God 
e--1t. 110 apprehenſion 


> 
26, 
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[of its © objeft:* neither ought. we 


FE 


"[x0' give leſs truſt -to our. Under- _ 


= as , 

. ” A | 
0d. + & a8 
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Franding in - ſupernatutal, Truths, 


& becauſe- it-is ſo much interiour:to 
{= that- df Angels, tharfwe do toour 
**Bye-fight in 7 viſible; though 
**ir: be. ſo: far ſhort of that of Ea- * 


& gles. - Certainly they whoremove 
the cognizance of Divine Truths 
outof the Court of Reaſon, take a- 

D 3 way 
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way” that which moſt properly 
and naturally. falls under its de- 
termination, ,.For , when God 
. had created /all- things elſe, he 
thought. the World imperiect as 
yet, whilſt there was nothing 
made that eould- contemplate, 
thank, and worſhip the Maker 
. of it; and therefore he Created 
Man, and this was the chief end 
of the. production. of a__ Ratio, FJ 
nal Soul, that by it they might _ {._ 
conſider the things, which they +} 
ſaw, and diſcourſe and colle&t®* 
out of, them the things which © 
they ſaw not,-anJ both praiſe 6 
_ -and love the-Maker "for and n/* 
them both; which is the whole: þ, 
ſubſtance of Religion ;| for the” | 
manners and kinds of doing it | 
are accidental. So then Reli-" 
gion appears to be the princi- - {| 
| pal” | 


_— = 
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 -pal end of Mans Creation, and 


therefore as if Horſes be made 
for burthen, they have a natural 
ability given them wherewith to 
do_ it ; if Birds to fly, they have 
a faculty and wings given them 
for that purpoſe ( becauſe where 
an end. is Natural , the means 


-are ſo too) ſo if Religion be the 


End of Man as he 1s partaker 
of a Rational Soul, that reaſonable 
Soul hath: ſome power naturally 


F* placed in it for the exerciſe, 


-* 
4 . ” 


$0, 


+ judgment and choice of Reli- 
" gion, as far forth as is neceſlary - 
= to his own happineſs, that is, to - 
* the attained end for which he was 
Created. 


D 4 
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In the third place, This O-* 
pinion is not only moſt ſafe and 
moſt natural for every. Man in 
particular, but Jikcwiſe moſt 
agreeable to the good and in- 
tereſt of Humane Society : for 
all Wars of late Ages have been 
either really for Religion, or at 
leaſt that has been one. of the 
chief pretences ; which if it were 
quite taken away, it would 
be difficult for thoſe men who 
diſguiſe their Ambition with ut, |? 
to draw the People into the mi | 7 
ſeries and uncertainties either of. |. 
a Civil or Foreign War. Now® 
if this Doctrine were generally” 
planted in the minds of Meny Þ, 
both the reality and pretence &@f 
fighting for Religion were ut=" 
terly cancelled ; and though tur: 
bulent minds would then either |}. 
find. f.- 
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| findgor make ſome other occa- 
fi2n to diſturb their Neighbours, 
yet. the ill would- neither be ſo 
frequent nor ſo cruel as it is at 
preſent. | For who would quar- 
rel for Religion, when this were 
made the main 2nd general 
ground of all Religions, That 
every man -ought quietly to enjoy 
1 his own, . True it 4s, that unity 
= Jn” Relffion would produce the 
. large c Ws alas! both Rea- 
and Exel tence | teaches | us, 
ap" the hopes of that are vain 
and upolithg + and 'though a 
State may ſometimes force all 
{its Subjeas. to ſubmit to an out- 
| "ward uniformity in all things | 
| hat concetn Divine- Worſhip, | 
; Fer they muſt know, that ' every 
ij gablick- diſturbance in the Com- 
ans on-wealth , breaks all - thoſe 
þ $f oy 
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80 Of Humane Bealon. 
bonds afunder. of - difſembled O- 
bedience, and that fuch compul- 
ſfions- both beget and ripen all |. 
Diſorders. ) 


. Much mightybe ſpoken in |} 
this matter, but not: neceſla- 
rily here , both. becauſe _ I 
have faid ſomething of it be- 
fore', in anſwering this Ar- 
gument turn'd againſiithis O- 
' pinion unhappily ;- and _be-}- 
cauſe the mannef -of eſtabliſh» \ 
ing. this Liberty in ag{Com-® | 
mon-wealkh , will require a” | * 

Diſcourſe entifely by it. 

{lf : 


The laſt defence of this Cauſes. | | 
and which indeed needs*not_the i 
aſliſtance of . any. other , ſhall” 
be, becauſe ( though men deceive 
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themſelves- herein, and as it of 
ten happens, know not their 
own. Opinions ) it is impoſlible 
., that ever any man ſhould have 
. been, is, or can hereafter be 
| guided by any thing elſe but 
his- own Reaſon, as in other 
| things, ſo alſo in matters. of 
Religion; I ſay impoſlible , 
for whatſoever way we take, we 
ſhall find that the laſt Anchor to 
Which our Faith holds, . the laſt 
>. Element» into which it is re-_ 
> ſolvd ( and therefore it is like- 
> wiſe compounded. of the ſame ) 
- 1s . only Reaſon. For when 
{I ask, why you believe any 
= Myſtery of Faith > you; will 
_ anſwer perhaps, Becauſe the pre-- 
—fent Church commands you:: *' | 
\- Af I proceed and ask, Why do: * 
- } you, bclicye.., what the-preſear | 
&\ mt > Ft | Church: 3 
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22 Of Humane Reaſon. 
Church, commands 2 you . will 
fay , Becavſe the former Church 
teaches the ſame, Why do you _ 


believe the former Church? 
Becauſe God commands you fo 
to. do» Why do you believe 
that God commands it 2 Becaufe | 
you. find it in the Scripture, - | 
Why do -you believe the Scrt> - 
ptures to be the Word of God? 
Becauſe they were confirmed. + 
by Miractes, Why do Mira-  *F 
cles confirm that 2 Becauſe they &T* 
are works which can proceed®” 
from nothing but the abſolute*. -| -: 
and immediate power of the: | = 
Deity. Why fo? Becauſe ,no* 
thing contrary to, or above the. 
Courſe of Nature, can be dong 

by natural Apents; but Miras -- þ 
cles are effteRts contrary to,. or. 
o— | | 43 3 -- ther; 
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1: therefore they proceed from . the 
* Divine Operation. Thus you 

4 fee Faith at laſt reſolvd into. a 

all 


Syllogifme, which is the proper 
work _ of the Underſtanding, 
On the other hand, if I .de- 
| mand, Why you do believe that 
j any Miracles were done for the 
. Confirmation of the Faith 2 Be- 
cauſe of the great and many Te- 
ſtimonies of the Truth thereof, 
Why do you believe thoſe Te- 
ftimonies? Becauſe ſo many 
» Perſons in ſo feveral times and 
| - places, with ſo ſeveral intereſts, 
- | -+ could never agree in being de» 
' =. ceived, or to deceive. So that 

- you reſt not atall in any Autho- 

+ zrity, but diſcourſe firſt what 
| may be faid for or againſt the 
- validity of. it, examine. it pun- 
* Fond inalt-Circumſtances, nad 
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at laſt ſubmit 'to it upon ſome 
Syllogiſme , which is the only 
Law that binds our Reaſon. 
Two things are to be conſidered / 
inall Authority, before we obey _ 
or believe it; firſt, The condi», 
tion and quality of the Perſons 
who Command or Inſtru; and {| 
ſecondly, The true interpreta®. 
tion of their Commands or Ip- 
ſtrutions. For the firſt, , The 
Perſons in Commanding Fs | 
have a lawful Power deriv 
them, either from God, Nature, . 
or Cuſtom ( which Jatter  de- | -þ 
pends upon the two former. )'” 
And in Inſtruting, muſt have 
either an abſolute infallibility, © |}, 
or elſe at leaſt a probability of  < 
not Erring. Sothat no Authoring 
15s obeyable or believable ing1t* 
_ ſelf without _ farther . examina-u 
Ke | nn 7 
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"tion: no not that of God him- 


ſelf; for the ſtrength of Gods. 
Authority depends upon ' that 
Syllogiſme, which proves that 
the nature of God is ſuch, that 
he can neither deceive nor be 
deceived. - Now all this Exa- 
mination 1s purely and entirely 
the work of our Reaſon by mea- 
furing a particular and an uni- 
verſal, Whatſoever hath ſuch 
ns is to be obeyed or 
- but | ſuch Perſon or 
S "bath ſuch Conditions, 
* therefore ſuch Perſon or Perſons, 
are -to be obeyed or believed : 
Neither do's our Reaſon only 
= preſcribe. obedience and belief 
-to us, but alſo ſearches and e- 
abliſhes the bounds of both, ſet- 
up* foe ſolid and apparent 
Notions, by which we know our 
Ne 


—_ 
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Ne plus ultra, © True-it is; that 
fome men Obey- and ſome men 
Believe without conſidering: that 
they make this. diſcourſe.; -but _ #+ 
that is only from inadvertency, as. 
men often move their . Bodies ; 
without any. particular | exerted/ 
thoughr of doing fo. 

Thus far then Authority wholly 
depends upon Reaſox. And much © 
more in the. ſecond Wn 


which 1s the interprgtatio af i 
a 
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in which bufineſs the inte 2 
on of Reaſon is ſo neceſſary, thatT © 4K | 
ſhall omit either to prove or itlu- © 

ſtrate the Poinr, bY 


Now as they who enſlave 
themſelves to Authority, makels 


it the rule and guide. of Faith;.; :-4 
becauſe that even the belief ut 
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pends upon it, as truly- it do's | 
(inmy Opinion ) upon the Tra- 
dition of "Miracles; ſo I ſay, 
that much rather. Reaſon is to 
be accounted . that Rule and that 
Guide we lcok for, becauſe even 
Authority upon which even Scrt- 
pture it ſelf depends, depends 
as much upon that ; neither do 
we more believe the Scripture 
for - Authority , than that very 
"Authority for the Reaſon we 
think we have to do ſo. The 


> Samaritan ſays, I have an infal- 


"© lible Rule, which is the Books of 
* Moſes, and only them. The 
+ Few ſays, I cannot err, for T 


i 'Þ © follow the 0/4 Teſtament, which 


is infallible, and only that. The 


*#Chriſlian aſſures himſelf of the 


* Truth as long as he is guided by 
the 


again the ſame difficulty returns” 


$8  OfDYumane Reaſon. - 
the Prange/i/ts and Apoſtles 
whole Vriitngs are the ;fllible 1: 
ditaics >t the Holy Ghoſt. The 
Turk :ſares the fame from the 
Alcoran ; and the Heathen from 
Oracles, SybiPs Books, and the 
like. What ſhall I do? None 
of all tieſe Books can be be- 
lieved by their own Light, for 
there are things equally ſtrange in 
them all. Follow the Authority - 
of the Church which cannot miſ= %z; 
guide you } Moſt willingly :: but **P- 


in another habit; for as every.” li 
one Cry's, I follow theſe Books + (8 
which are i»fa/ible, fo he goes on t/ 
too and ſays, I believe theſe. 
Books to be ſo, becauſe our 
Church and our Traditions which. © 
are certainly the beſt Authority. 

allures 
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aſſures as that they were written 
by - Divine - 1uſpiration., Let the 
Chriſtian. take heed of faying 
here, But my Tradition is more 
- ancient and more Univerſal , 
for- in the firſt the Jew will 
overcome # him, and in both 
the Heathen, I muſt in this 
: Werſuy of ways either ſtand 
Mill," Nhat is ſuſpend abſolute- 
| by ſfom the belief of any Reli- 
ion (©which is almoſt impoſ- 
ible after . the belief that ther 
3 a God ) or 1 muſt chooſs 
Zout of theſe. Now Election is 
"a. work ſo' proper to Reaſon, 
| hat it. cargot be done by any 
A hing Ie ; and therefore to be 
$ Drought to a neceſſity of an Ele- 
10n, is to be neceſfarily brought 
| | to ſubmit in matters of Reli- 
\ g10n 


9o Of Humane Reaſon. bf 
ligion- to the determination . © 4 
our Underſtanding - So - that” 

in matters of Religion »wherce. ; 

' in there is difference ,-T- chooſe -* 

this ſide rather than- the other, 
becauſe my Reaſon,- bids - me; 
and where there is' no diffe-. 'F 
rence, even there I am wholly. | 
guded by my Reaſon , bee 

the vncontradifted concurrence if 
of the Parties , makes up a $3. k = 
logilme to. perſwade (I aye * \ 
perſwade only J® my -  Belief*F: 
Briefly, I .cannot Believe bus 4 
by. an. 2& of the Will, nor cant” 
I Wil but acc6:ding tothe dich, 
reftions of the Wnder{ = 198; - 

fo that they who ſay they lab * 
low Authority, . or they fold w 
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Divine particular Revelation, 
or any thing- elle imaginable, 


-=4” Df Dumane Reaſon. 9: 
21+ da it, becaufe that agrees with 

F+: their -own Reaſon, and will quit 
-& the Party as ſoon as it do's 6- 

"$5 therwiſe. 


A Catalojins of Roakd | } I 
Printed for Charms 
Brome, at the Gun, | 
at the Weſt end of © 
St, Pauls Church. 4 
yard. : wet 


gn Hammond L'Eftrange's Alliancs 
of Divine Offices, Fol/zo; very uſes 

ful for Divines, and all other Gent, _ 

A Geographical Dit. O&evo. G 

Geographical Cards: 

Pools Engliſh Pernaſſus. OFaws. þ » 

Sir Paul Rycaxt's Turkiſh Hiſtory, ' 4 Py 
two vol. Folio. 7" 
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n— hs preſent State of the Otto © 
Empire 1 In Otavo. \Þ - 1 
—— His Spaniſh Critique; = 


The Hiſtory of the Triumwirate, ren 
uſeful for Soldiers, Biſh ® 
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" 7 Bp. Kens Manual for Wimton Colledge; 
© — — His Expoſition on the Ch. Cat: 
T —— His directions for Prayer, Price 14. 
* Brooms Horace, Ofavw, 
Le His Poems. Od&avs. 
& 3 Biſhop Wilkins natural Religion. 
. All Sir Roger LU Eftrange's Tracts. Quar. 
| —- His Obſervators. 


| His Eraſmus Colliquies. Offavo. 
" }. ———-His Twllies Offices. Ofawvo. 
FRY —— Biſhop Sprats Sermons. 
| His Plague of Athens, a Poem. 
All Biſhop Lloyds Sermons, 
His Tracts againſt Popery OF. 
©: His account of Ch. Gover. O&. 
"| + The Gentlemans Apothecary. OFavo. 
24 Dr. Brevint on the Sacrament. Twelves. 
FF The Exact Conſtable, Twelves. 
The Planters Manual. O#awy, 
= The Compleat Gameſter. O#avo. 
2$baw of Reformation. Otave. 
Bonas Frecepts. Twelves. 
$ © Love of Feſus. Twelves. 
© "Crums of Comfort. 245. 
"Guide to Heaven, 245. 
Rule of Life, being the ſecond part of 
; the Guide to Heaven, Dr. 
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_ bs 
ws ae. "Robe. V5 | 
— MewTh Oftav. | EN " "1 
advictyto the Roman, Cat! 10+. 7 
licks of England. _ 
Daily. Prayer-in Ofave. 
three pence.” -» * 
Idem, in. Quarto, Tree Pence. 
Centum Fabule. OF. ) © : 
 Nolens Volens, Twel. School {Books bo 
Ars Oratorie.. Oct. w 
Sympſons Compendium of Muſick 08. + $0 
Baneſters Ayres. Oftavor _ » I, 
-. Biſhop. Sander/ons nine Caſes of Cove. | 
_ .. . ſcience. OFave. | 
Dr. Du Moulins Prayers, -Twelqes" + 
The Holy Þ:quifition. Oftavo. * 
' Du Moulins why are you not ak 4 
Catholick AY 
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